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Pippa Paton designs exquisite homes for other
people. Denise Barkley talks to Pippa about the

exhilarating challenge of creating the perfect home
for herself and her family

Perfecting the
LIVING SPACE

S
he and husband Scott, with
whom she runs the interior
design, architecture and project
management company Pippa
Paton, based in Kingston
Bagpuize, put their heads

together to draw up plans for a fabulous
family home – created from two ancient
Grade II Listed barns just outside Faringdon.

A spacious open-plan living area is at
the heart of the home, made all the more
dramatic by a vaulted dining space where
vintage Murano glass chandeliers are
suspended over a long steel table and chairs.
The bronze head of a Highland cow, by
sculptor Tessa Campbell-Fraser, keeps a
beady eye on proceedings from the glass
walkway above.

The colour scheme hinges on restful



March 2019 | OxfordshireLimited Edition | 23

HOMES INTERIORS

shadesof greyand oatmeal with oodlesof
texture–stone, fur, velvet, resin and marble
all mingle together in perfect harmony. Open-
plan iscurrentlypopular, but needscarefully
thinking through, advised Pippa.

“Peoplego ahead knockingdown walls
and strippingback, then don’t know what to
do with thespace,” shesaid.

“I call mymethod ‘broken plan’, using
different typesof flooringand layered lighting
to delineate thevariousareas.

“Thiskind of style isalso enhanced by
largeand eclectic decorative itemsto break it
up. Wehaveused somelovelypiecesbrought
back from our travels.”

All thisstyledoesn’t necessarilyhaveto
cost afortunethough. Pippaand Scott are
great fansof vintageand upcycled fixtures
and fittingsasillustrated in their sleek kitchen

where thestainlesssteel island was‘divided’
by insertingapieceof marble found during
renovations. An upcycled science lab cabinet
displaysglassand crockery, and stoolsbought
from eBayhavebeen painted to match
thedécor. A focal point for thekitchen is
provided byavintageFrench cafésign.

Thisbeautiful home, which Pippaand
Scott sharewith their children Max, 18, and
Scarlett, 15, wasalabour of love for the
design-orientated couplewho purchased it
seven yearsago. Created from two barnsbuilt
in 1867, themain barn had been converted
20 yearspreviouslyand had underfloor
heating, good insulation and double-glazing,
which wereall retained, while thesecond
barn wasstill in itsoriginal stateexcept
for atinyflat, which the family, plustheir
dogand threecats, crammed into for two

yearswhile therenovation took place. The
work wasextensiveand in theoriginal barn
included installingan air sourceheat pump,
demolishingmost of theground floor walls,
moving thestaircaseand constructingan
ultra-modern glasswalkway. When thiswas

‘Thiskind of style
isalso enhanced by
large and eclectic
decorative items
to break it up’


